Application Guidelines for Open Research Fund Program
State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the "Lab"), formerly known as the State Key Laboratory of Hydrology-Water Resource and Hydraulic Engineering, was jointly established by Hohai University & Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute. It was reorganized and approved for construction in March 2023, originally established in 2005. Focusing on the major needs of national water and disaster prevention, the Lab has systematically carries out theoretical research on the hydrological cycle and disaster-causing mechanism in the changing environment, the response and reconstruction of the hydrodynamic system, and the diagnosis and prevention and control of water engineering disasters. It has made every effort to build a national strategic scientific and technological research platform for water and disaster prevention. In order to further promote basic research for application in the field of water and disaster prevention, strengthen academic exchanges and scientific research cooperation, the Lab has set up an open fund project to warmly welcome and invite outstanding scholars and scientific researchers at home and abroad to serve as visiting researchers in the Lab.

1. Specific areas of interest  
(1) Flood and drought disaster evolution and forecast and warning  
1) The process of hydrological cycle and the mechanism of confluence under changing environment  
2) Formation mechanism and disaster-causing mechanism of hydrological extreme events  
3) Flood and drought disaster forecast and warning  
4) Flood and drought disaster risk prevention and control and resilience response  
(2) Regulation of hydrodynamic system and recovery of rivers and lakes  
1) Hydrodynamic process and material transport mechanism  
2) Theory and method of hydrology-hydrodynamic-hater ecological model  
3) Engineering response and regulation of hydrodynamic system  
4) Ecological protection and functional recovery of rivers and lakes  
(3) Water engineering disaster mechanism and prevention and control  
1) Experimental technology and simulation method of water engineering disaster process under complex conditions  
2) Intelligent monitoring and intelligent diagnosis technology of water engineering safety status  
3) Detection, Diagnosis and Restoration Technology of Deep Water and Deep Buried Diseases in Major Water Projects  
4) Theory and technology of risk assessment and coordinated response of water engineering groups  

2. Award Information  
The rolling funding may last 2 years. The funding amount will be adjusted according to the annual funding situation of the Lab.
(1) Key Fund Projects  
Top-level talents at home and abroad in the related fields are encouraged to work together with researchers in the Lab to apply Open Research Fund Program. Approximately ￥100,000 will be awarded to each Key Fund Project. The proposals should be developed following the research orientations and contents listed above. High-quality research achievement and publications are required.  
(2) General Fund Projects  
Young and middle-aged talents at home and abroad are encouraged to apply Open Research Fund Program freely. Approximately ￥50,000 will be awarded to each General Fund Project. Feasible projects with prospective, original, and exploratory research are preferred.  

3. Application Requirements  
(1) The applicant should have already earned a PhD degree, and are scientific teachers or researchers with a middle-level professional title or above. For the applicant without a senior professional title, two recommendation letters from peer experts who have possessed a senior professional title in the related fields are required for the application. The Lab staff are out of consideration.  
(2) Priority will be given to funding projects that use major laboratory instruments and equipment or carry out related research projects such as instrument research and software development in combination with laboratory research directions (Attachment 1).  
(3) Projects relying on the Xin'anjiang Scientific Observation and Research Field Station for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation of Ministry of Water Resources or the Hydrological Comprehensive Experimental Platform for Qinghai-Tibet Frigid Plateau Region will be given priority (Attachment 2&3).  
(4) Priority will be given to funding domestic visiting scholars or foreign applicants and projects cooperating with fixed researchers in the Lab.  

4.Project completion requirements
(1) Key Fund Projects are needed to Publish at least one SCI paper as the first or the corresponding author, with State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention as the first author affiliation.  
(2) General Fund Project are needed to Publish at least one SCI paper with the applicant participation and State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention as the first author affiliation.  
(3) The paper should indicate "Supported by Open Research Fund Program of State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention" and the project fund number.  

5.Acceptance Time
Application will be accepted since the date of guideline promulgation. And the deadline is September 18, 2026.  
The application form is expected to be printed out and submitted within the required time (accepted by postmark). The application form (Attachment 4) and the summary form (Attachment 5) should be submitted via email as well. All application materials submitted by the applicant will not be returned.  

6. Fund Management Regulations  
The applications will be reviewed by the organized expert group, and then be submitted to Open Research Fund Program Academic Commission of the Lab for the final review. Based on the reviewers’ comments, the applicants will be informed after the laboratory issues the project assignments. The amount of funding will be adjusted according to the annual funding status of the Lab. Besides, the specific regulations of Open Research Fund Program will be conducted following the “Management regulations of Open Research Fund Program on Water and Sustainability of State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention” (Attachment 6).  

Ranran Tao    Jie Chen
State Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention (Hohai University & Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute)  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phone: +86-025-83787286  
Address: 1 Xikang Road, Nanjing 210098, China  
E-mail: wdl@hhu.edu.cn  
Website:  https://wdp-lab.hhu.edu.cn/  

Attachments:  
Attachment 1: Functions of valuable equipmental instruments  
Attachment 2: Introduction of Xin'anjiang Scientific Observation and Research Field Station for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation of Ministry of Water Resources  
Attachment 3: Introduction of the Hydrological Comprehensive Experimental Platform for Qinghai-Tibet Frigid Plateau Region  
Attachment 4: Application form of Open Research Fund Program  
Attachment 5: Application Summary of Open Research Fund Program  
Attachment 6: Management Regulations of Open Research Fund Program  
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